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Alaska Committee

Change Agent for Better Education Through Accreditation 

PREFACE

This document serves as the annual report template for the Northwest Accreditation Commission. The Standards for all categories of schools, elementary, middle level, high school, K-12, special purpose, distance education, international, travel study, supplemental education, and postsecondary non-degree granting schools are the same. There are differences in the indicators reflecting uniqueness between groups of schools. With commission approval, states may be using a different annual report process and template.

Parts of this manual have been altered to meet the Alaska Accreditation Committee requirements and the conditions peculiar to accommodating accredited schools in Alaska.  All changes appear in blue and do not alter the requirements or intent of the Northwest Accreditation Commission.
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
The Northwest Association of Secondary and Higher Schools was formed as a voluntary organization on April 5, 1917 with a membership of 25 secondary schools and eight higher institutions in four northwestern states. By December 2008, this membership increased to 2055. Presently, the organization functions in seven states: Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, and Washington along with other geographical areas of the United States and the world. In December 1974, the title of the Association was changed to: Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges. In December 2001, the association’s name was changed to the Northwest Association of Schools and of Colleges and Universities. On August 1, 2010 the association’s name was changed to its current name, the Northwest Accreditation Commission. 

PURPOSES
The purposes of the Northwest Accreditation Commission, as stated in the Articles of Incorporation are to:

1. 
Advance the cause of education in the schools of the Northwest and elsewhere as approved by the Board of Trustees.

2. 
Develop educational policies and activities that will extend and improve educational opportunities and services.

3.
Develop criteria of evaluation that will continually stimulate, evaluate, and accredit vital educational efforts.

4.
Promote cooperative relationships among categories of schools in order to attain these ends.

The Commission on Schools implements these purposes through constructive and continual effort. Member schools are accredited on the basis of standards developed by the Commission. Each member school is required to participate in self- and team-evaluations during each six-year period using a means of self-evaluation approved by the State Accreditation Committee. All member schools are required to accept credits from schools accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, North Central Association of Schools and Colleges, New England Association of Schools and Colleges, Northwest Accreditation Commission, Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, and Western Association of Schools and Colleges, subject to state laws and Commission policies. As a service to our membership, the Commission publishes electronic newsletters, research reports, web pages, and pamphlets. 
ORGANIZATION
The officers of the Commission include the President, First Vice President, and Second Vice President, each of whom is a member of and entitled to vote on the Board of Trustees. 

Commission on Schools
The Commission on Schools consists of the combined Accreditation Committees from all the member states and the International and Transregional Committee (ITC), three at-large representatives including non-public schools, higher education, and one public member.  The Accreditation Committee of each state and the International and Transregional Committee shall consist of four (4) members, three elected commissioners and a director. One of the three commissioners may be a member of the State Department of Education or a member of the State Board of Education in that state. One of the committee members shall serve as the Accreditation Committee Chair and as a member of the Board of Trustees.  The Director of each accreditation committee serves as the contact person for each accreditation committee.

INTRODUCTION
.

Classification Ratings
Based on evaluations made by the State Accreditation Committees (SACs), schools are “Approved,” “Advised,” “Warned,” or “Dropped” from the list of accredited schools. The SAC considers the number of standards not met in assigning ratings. A member school is considered “Withdrawn” when it voluntarily chooses to discontinue its membership.

A school is classified as “Approved” when it mostly meets the standards of the Commission. A school may be “Approved with Comment” when it has identified and is addressing standards that are “not presently met.”

A school is classified as “Advised” when it fails to identify or is in the process of addressing standards that are “not presently met.” Schools will also be placed on the “Advised” list when no observable effort has been made, by the second year, to identify or address standards that have been previously identified as “not presently met.”  An “Approved with Comment” classification need not precede an “Advised” classification.

A school is classified as “Warned” when a significant number of the standards are “not presently met.” A “Warned” classification is usually given after a school has been “Advised” and the failure to meet the standard persists. A school may be moved from “Approved” to “Warned” when the failure to meet the standard is such that it should not be allowed to persist beyond the current year. A school shall be “Dropped” from membership after two consecutive “Warned” assignments, with the understanding that the SAC has the authority to liberalize this rule. If such an exception is made, it should be followed with an explanation by the SAC. Schools receiving a “Dropped” status have the right to appeal as outlined in the Bylaws of the Northwest Accreditation Commission.
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STEPP and NWAC Annual Report Form 2011

Email this report to <stowell@alaska.com> before October 15, 2011. 
Fax this signed page only to 907-349-2636

All items marked with a * are required to be completed by all schools.
	*School Name 
	     
	State
	Alaska

	*Address
	     
	*City
	     

	*District
	     
	*Zip
	     

	*Phone
	     
	Cell
	                              

	*Fax
	     
	*E-mail
	

	*Building Administrator
	     
	*Superintendent
	     

	For private schools, owner of record
	     


 *Student Enrollment on October 1, 2011 in grades covered in this report:

	Pre-K      
	K      
	1st      
	2nd      

	3rd      
	4th      
	5th      
	6th      

	7th      
	8th      
	9th      
	10th      

	11th      
	12th      
	13th      
	14th      

	Total Enrollment on Last Annual Report (2010)
	     
	Total Enrollment This Year (2011)
	     


*Mark all applicable boxes:
.  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Public  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nonpublic

   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Elementary 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Middle Level 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 High School        FORMCHECKBOX 
 K-12 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Special Purpose

  Has your school experienced a “substantive change” this past year?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Schools using electronic signatures are not required to fax this page to 907-349-2636.

.Page 1.

Note:
All Alaskan schools are required to submit a short narrative described below as well as the directory page above to meet the requirements for accreditation in 2011.  You are not required to submit the standards in 2011, but they may be found at: http://www.northwestaccreditation.org


	


Short Narrative

Each Alaska school is required to submit a short narrative covering relevant issues and circumstances that have benefited or hindered students acquiring a quality education the past year.  The areas of student performance, time on task, technology, scheduling, attendance, offerings, organization, building improvement or decay, teacher training, and other timely news about your school will be appreciated.
(Begin Typing Here)      
*Principal’s Signature_________________ *Superintendent’s Signature __________________


Signature of Person Completing Report __________________________








